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under one Parliament or two, as those Parliaments themselves may decide,
shall work together in common love for Ireland upon the sure foundation of
mutual justice and respect.
Not for the first time in Irish affairs King George intervened with
powerful effect when the situation seemed past mending by the
ordinary political expedients. A fortnight later a truce was proclaimed
and negotiations were reopened in London. Once more de Valera
proved impracticable and unintelligible. He accepted the invitation
to negotiate while repudiating the conditions on which it was issued,
Ireland, he said, had " formally declared its independence and recog-
nized itself as a Sovereign State." There were fortunately others
behind him who were less unyielding, especially Arthur Griffith and
Michael Collins, who came to London and sat in conference with a
Committee of the Cabinet.
For the next six or seven weeks everything hung in the balance.
Behind the Irish negotiators were secret societies and wild men
vowing that they would die a thousand deaths rather than yield an
inch of the full claim to national independence. Behind the British
was a suspicious and anxious party, the great majority of whom had
been lifelong opponents of even moderate Home Rule, and a large
number of whom wished the Government to go all lengths at all
costs in suppressing the rebels. Up to a comparatively recent moment
the Prime Minister himself had seemed to be of the die-hard per-
suasion, and he had used language which his Conservative supporters
had interpreted as committing the Government beyond retreat. There
was a tempting opportunity here for an ambitious Minister to break
away and -rally the Conservative party in the name of its Unionist
principles against the Government, To their credit be it said, the most
influential of the Unionist leaders, and especially Austen Chamberlain
and Lord Birkenhead, played a strong and courageous part. Birken-
head, who had been one of Carson's " gallopers" in the days of the
Ulster Covenant, seemed to have a natural faculty for hitting it off
with rebels, and proved especially helpful and understanding in dealing
with the rebels of the South. There were tense moments before the
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